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More election coverage:

• Voting results starting to be
released in N.J. municipalities
elections

• Essex County election results

• Middlesex County election
results

Cory Booker is re-elected as Newark mayor for second term

By Star-Ledger Staff
May 12, 2010, 12:38AM

Standing between his parents, Cary Booker Sr. and Carolyn Booker, Newark Mayor Cory
Booker celebrates his re-election Tuesday night from the Robert Treat Hotel in Newark.

NEWARK -- Newark Mayor Cory Booker easily won a second term Tuesday night, but with a tighter margin of victory than in 2006, and with only seven of his
nine council candidates winning re-election, according to incomplete election results.

Booker received 59 percent of the vote, beating out three challengers — Clifford Minor, Yvonne Garrett Moore and Mirna L. White. Minor, a subdued former
prosecutor and municipal judge, received just 35 percent of the vote.

Just before 10 p.m., Booker declared victory and addressed a packed room at the Robert Treat Hotel. While his staff has delivered positive change, he said
there is much more work to be done.

"We know we have difficult days ahead, but if I want to be in the trenches with any group of people in the United
States of America, I want to be in the trenches fighting with my fellow residents of the city of Newark," Booker said.

In 2006, Booker won with a clear mandate of 72 percent of the vote, won a majority of votes in all of the city’s wards
and his slate of nine council candidates was elected.

Tuesday, one of Booker’s most outspoken opponents, Ras Baraka, beat South Ward Councilman Oscar James II, a
member of Booker’s slate. And Booker’s candidate in the Central Ward, Councilman Charles Bell, faces a run-off
election against candidate Darrin Shariff. Booker also failed to win a majority of votes in the South Ward.

Booker outspent Minor 20-to-1, yet Minor, a member of the city’s old guard, was able to marshal an already vocal
anti-Booker contingent along with dissatisfaction about crime and joblessness to bring out voters against a mayor
who promised major reform and a new era for the city in 2006.

Booker, the city’s 41-year-old effusive political leader, ran a largely positive campaign, avoiding many of the public forums. With $7.5 million raised, the
Booker camp flooded local media markets with television commercials, and a steady stream of campaign fliers, posters and mailers, touting the city’s lower
crime rate, park expansion and development of small businesses.

Minor, running a grassroots campaign, attended almost every public forum on the campaign trail, held coffee klatches, and won the support of a disaffected
minority, attacking Booker as an outsider who is unengaged with city residents. He spent only $240,00 on the race.

"I am one of the people. I live here I pay taxes here. My wife lives here, my grandmother lives here, my grandchildren live here. This is my city," Minor told
reporters yesterday, "I have some issues I need to resolve with the city — it really has nothing to do with Mr. Booker."

The loss of Councilman James and possible loss off Councilman Bell last night could affect Booker’s ability to govern, especially with one of his incumbent allies
defeated and another facing a runoff and possible defeat. Currently, all nine council members were Booker supporters.

John Weingart, associate director at the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers, said the slimmer margin of victory would not have an impact on Booker’s
political future. His success will depend on his performance as mayor and how much improvement he’s brought to the city by the time he runs for statewide
office.
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"I think that this election is really more the sort of British notion of a vote of confidence," Weingart said.

Joseph DelGrosso, the president of the Newark Teachers Union and a supporter of Minor, said historically, statewide voters have not been kind to Newark
mayors.

"I don’t think Mayor Booker’s going to come out of this election having a political future," said DelGrosso.

The union donated close to $3,000 to Minor’s campaign. "I don’t think Cory Booker’s going to be the one to break that mold."

Whatever Booker’s future ambitions, as mayor he will face between $60 million and $100 million in budget deficits, a stagnant housing market, and steep
unemployment.

"The priority should be jobs," said Wade McIver, 66, a South Ward resident. McIver voted for Clifford Minor saying Booker had not done enough for Newark
residents. "He really doesn’t care about us."

In the Central Ward, Bill Williams, 55, stood outside of the Quitman Street School where he had cast his ballot for Booker.

"I think he does a good job," Williams said but agreed that jobs would be a top priority. "Get jobs and crime will cancel itself out."

Beatrice Greene, 70, of Newark, said she also cast her vote for Booker. She believes Booker will clean up the city’s crime and help create more jobs.

"Jobs would cut down on a lot of crime and give men something to do instead of hanging out on street corners," said Greene.

Staff Writer Victoria St. Martin contributed to this report

Newark Mayor Cory Booker smiles after casting his vote in the Newark Municipal Election
at University High School. Booker was re-elected tonight for his second term.
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Previous Coverage:

• N.J. residents to vote in non-partisan municipal elections

• Newark residents head to voting booths as Mayor Cory Booker seeks second term

• Newark Mayor Cory Booker's national prominence is on the rise

• Newark Mayor Cory Booker closes in on second term

• Newark Mayor Cory Booker has raised $7.5M for upcoming election campaign, report says
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